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October 9, 2024

BC Wrongful Death Law Reform Society

1290 Howe Street, Suite 350

Vancouver, BC, V6Z 0C2

Delivered via email to: admin@intheirname.ca

Dear Michael-James Pennie,

On behalf of the Conservative Party of British Columbia, | would like to express our
profound appreciation for the essential work undertaken by the BC Wrongful Death
Law Reform Society. Your advocacy for families who have lost loved ones to wrongful
death, and your dedication to reforming British Columbia’s outdated Family
Compensation Act, are critical in ensuring justice and accountability for all British
Columbians.

I am writing to inform you that if the Conservative Party of BC is entrusted with
forming government following the 2024 provincial election, we are committed to
enacting the Wrongful Death Accountability Act (WDAA) as a priority in our
legislative agenda.

British Columbia’s current legal framework for wrongful death claims is antiquated,
inequitable, and leaves many families without the recourse they deserve. It has been
over a century since significant reforms were made to these laws. Families who have
lost children, seniors, people with disabilities, and those without dependents or
income currently face a system that denies them access to justice and fails to
recognize the non-pecuniary value of their loved ones' lives. This is simply
unacceptable in a province that values fairness, dignity, and human rights.

The Wrongful Death Accountability Act—which has been carefully crafted by your
organization—will bring British Columbia in line with other provinces that offer
comprehensive protections for victims and their families. By adopting this legislation,
we will ensure that all British Columbians are treated equally under the law,
regardless of their age, income, or familial status.
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Our party strongly believes that no family should ever be told that their loved one’s
life holds no worth under the law. We will implement reforms that offer meaningful
compensation, accountability, and justice for survivors, while creating a deterrent
against negligent actions that cause unnecessary loss of life.

We commend your leadership and tireless efforts to push for these vital reforms, and
we stand united with you in the belief that justice must be accessible to all British
Columbians.

We look forward to working with your organization as we move forward in delivering
these essential changes to British Columbia's legal landscape.

Sincerely,

fin Lratza

John Rustad
Leader, Conservative Party of British Columbia



