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Agenda

• Introduction to The BC Wrongful Death Law Reform Society (WDLRS)

• Review of the BC government’s actions / inaction

• Proposed repeal of the FCA, replacement with the WDAA

• WDLRS Ongoing Initiatives

• Key aspects of the WDAA

• How We Can Help Each Other

• Q&A

https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/
https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/


What is The BC Wrongful Death 

Law Reform Society?

• The Wrongful Death Law Reform Working Group was started 

around 2005 by a small group of lawyers and concerned citizens 

• The BC Wrongful Death Law Reform Society was formed in 2015

• It was founded by the surviving families of those whose loved 

ones had died as a result of negligence with support from two 

lawyers, Faith Hayman and Don Renaud

• BC is one remaining province that has not yet modernized its 

family compensation legislation (ex. Ontario 1990, Yukon 2014)



Review of the 

BC government’s actions / inaction

• No-Fault legislation has deprived victims of remedies & 

recourse to an independent judiciary

• The suspension of civil jury trials (a pillar of our democracy) 

during covid may be a trial run for what’s to come

• Many people’s lives being worthless under the current FCA 

prevents accountability against wrongdoers (including 

wrongdoing by the government) 



Repeal of the FCA, replacement with the 

Wrongful Death Accountability Act (WDAA)

5 Key Tenets

1. Non-pecuniary losses arising from the family survivors’ loss of the 

decedent’s love, guidance, care, companionship, and affection (up to the 

rough upper limit which is now app. $475K)

2. Punitive & aggravated damages 

3. Losses arising from the decedent’s pain, suffering, and disability during 

the period between the wrongful act and the decedent’s death

4. No legislated caps on damages 

5. Adjudication by an independent judiciary

https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/


BCWDLRS Ongoing Initiatives

• Working with 60+ families to support, educate, advocate, and publish 

their stories at - https://intheirname.ca/stories/

• Advising AG office & MLAs on what the families have asked for through 

the proposed WDAA - https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/

• Keeping 87 MLAs accountable through our MLA Report Card system -

https://intheirname.ca/where-my-mla-stands-on-the-issue/

• Undertaking the Annual Mothers for Justice Memorial Walk 

to David Eby’s office. The 2nd Annual M4J Memorial Walk took place

on Saturday May 13, 2023 - https://vimeo.com/intheirname/m4j

https://intheirname.ca/stories/
https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/
https://intheirname.ca/where-my-mla-stands-on-the-issue/
https://vimeo.com/intheirname/m4j


• 25+ recent media appearances and coverage relating to wrongful 

death and No-Fault - https://intheirname.ca/media-coverage-history/

• Expanding our coalition of nonprofits who have endorsed 

modernization (which includes the UBCM, City of Vancouver, etc.)

• Social Media Public Awareness (as of April 2023): 

• 470K+ Unique Engagements on Facebook

• 145K+ Unique BC Visitors on intheirname.ca

• 18K+ British Columbians have written a letter to their MLA

• $13K all-time advertising budget

BCWDLRS Ongoing Initiatives

https://intheirname.ca/media-coverage-history/
http://intheirname.ca


Legislative Concerns and Challenges

• Inconsistent responses from then-Minister Eby to proposed 

legislation

• Ssee Government Correspondence History Page -

https://intheirname.ca/government-correspondence/

• Rejection of some or all of the 5 key tenets of the WDAA

• Resort to a No-Fault scheme involving bureaucratic administration, 

lacking independence

• Dismissal of the WDLRS and reliance on "friendly" individuals and 

organizations to support government position

https://intheirname.ca/government-correspondence/
https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/


Funding Challenges

• Loss of government funding (which the WDLRS had received through 

a Work BC grant)

• Funding repeatedly declined by the Law Foundation (4 appointees 

from the office of the Attorney General)

• No funding from TLABC since 2016, impact of no fault on TLABC's 

ability to support WDLRS

• No funding from Community Gaming on basis that the WDLRS is too 

political

• No funding from the Notary Foundation (2 appointees from the office 

of the Attorney General)



How We Can Help Each Other

• Refer the surviving families of the wrongfully killed to our Society

• Let people know about the Annual Mothers for Justice Memorial Walk event.

• Refer media inquiries to our Society to ensure a consistent narrative that does 

not undermine the 5 key tenets of the WDAA

• If anyone on the call has access to their MLA, or the AG, please consider 

endorsing what we have outlined in the WDAA

• Fundraising – if you have fundraising ideas to help support our work,

this would be amazing 

https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/
https://intheirname.ca/proposed-legislation/


Q&A

• Please contact us via our website if you have any 

questions or require further information.

https://intheirname.ca/contact/

